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1 INTRODUCTION
1.1.1 Stephenson Halliday will undertake a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) in 

accordance with published best practice; namely The Guidelines for Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment (Third Edition), Landscape Institute and IEMA 2013 (GLVIA31) and 
associated technical guidance notes published by the Landscape Institute. 

1.1.2 The LVIA will be undertaken by Chartered Landscape Architects from Stephenson Halliday 
which is a Registered Practice of the Landscape Institute and IEMA. All work is prepared and 
reviewed internally by senior highly experienced landscape planners.

1.1.3 The following section sets out the scope and level of detail which Stephenson Halliday 
considers proportionate for the assessment given the scale and nature of the Proposed 
Development and site context; and should be read in conjunction with Figures LVIA 1 - LVIA
4.

2 STUDY AREA
2.1.1 Best practice guidance (GLVIA 3) states: 

‘Scoping should also identify the area of landscape that needs to be covered in assessing 
landscape effects … The study area should include the site itself and the full extent of the 
wider landscape around it which the proposed development may influence in a significant 
manner.’

2.1.2 The best practice guidance also states:

‘Scoping should identify the area that needs to be covered in assessing visual effect, the range 
of people who may be affected by these effects and the related viewpoints in the study area 
that will need to be examined. The study area should be agreed with the competent authority 
at the outset and should consider the area from which the proposed development will 
potentially be visible. The emphasis must be on a reasonable approach which is proportional 
to the scale and nature of the proposed development.’

2.1.3 Based on preliminary analysis informed by site visits and the Zone of Theoretical Visibility 
(ZTV) as noted in paragraph 1.1.20 below, it is proposed to set the study area as a 5 km 
offset from the perimeter of the Proposed Development (as shown in Figure LVIA 1). Initial 
analysis suggests that visibility will be constrained to a much closer proximity than this due to 
intervening landform and vegetation in the wider landscape.

3 BASELINE 
3.1.1 Figures LVIA 2 and LVIA 4 identify the location of the Site and its baseline landscape 

context. 

1 Landscape Institute and IEMA. 2013. Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (3rd Edition)
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3.2 Sources of Baseline Information and Policy 
Context

3.2.1 The Proposed Development is located within Denbighshire County Council local authority 
area; the north-east of the study area is covered by Flintshire County Council. 

3.2.2 The LVIA will therefore draw upon information in the following published documents:

Denbighshire Local Development Plan 2006-2021 (June 2013) 2;

Flintshire Local Development Plan 2015-2030 (January 2023) 3;

Clwydian Range and Dee Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Supplementary 
Planning Guidance (SPG) (April 2018) 4 – please note that Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty are now known as National Landscapes;

Clwydian Range and Dee Valley National Landscape Planning for the Dark Night Sky 
SPG (July 2020) 5;

Denbighshire Trees and Landscaping SPG (July 2016) 6;

LANDMAP (March 2024) 7;

Clwyd Landscape Assessment (1995) 8;

2 Denbighshire County Council (2013). Local Development Plan 2006-2021. Available at: 
https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/planning-and-building-regulations/local-development-plan/adopted-local-development-
plan.aspx

3 Flintshire County Council (2023). Flintshire Local Development Plan. Available at: 
https://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/Resident/Planning/Local-Development-Plan.aspx

4 Denbighshire, Flintshire and Wrexham County Councils, Clwydian Range and Dee Valley NL Partnership (2018). Clwydian 
Range and Dee Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty SPG. Available at: 
https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/documents/planning-and-building-regulations/ldp/supplementary-planning-
guidance/adopted-spg-documents/clwydian-range-and-dee-valley-area-of-outstanding-natural-beauty.pdf

5 Clwydian Range and Dee Valley NL Partnership (2020). Planning for the Dark Night Sky SPG. Available at: 
https://www.clwydianrangeanddeevalleyaonb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Dark-Skies-Strategy-Final.pdf

6 Denbighshire County Council (2016). Trees and Landscaping SPG. Available at: 
https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/documents/planning-and-building-regulations/ldp/supplementary-planning-
guidance/adopted-spg-documents/trees-landscaping.pdf

7 Natural Resources Wales (2024). Using LANDMAP in Landscape and Visual Impact Assessments GN46. Available at: 
https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-sectors/planning-and-development/evidence-to-inform-
development-planning/using-landmap-in-landscape-and-visual-impact-assessments-gn46/?lang=en#

8 Clwyd County Council (1995). Clwyd Landscape Assessment. Not available online
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Denbighshire Landscape Strategy (2003) 9; and

Conwy and Denbighshire Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Assessment For Wind 
Energy Development (May 2013) 10.

3.3 Landscape Character
3.3.1 Landscape character is described within the NRW National Landscape Character Areas. 

These define a broad landscape scale suite of national character areas throughout Wales 
and are partly derived from LANDMAP. The Site is located within National Landscape 
Character Area (NLCA): 12 - Bryniau Clwyd / Clwydian Range11, as updated in 2013.

3.3.2 More detailed landscape character assessments were prepared for Clwyd and for 
Denbighshire; these were published in 1995 and 2003 respectively. These landscape 
character assessments are not available online; however they are used within the Conwy 
and Denbighshire Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Assessment For Wind Energy 
Development (May 2013). Whilst the latter assessment is primarily related to landscape 
sensitivity to wind development, it synthesises landscape character information from the 
previous 1995 and 2003 studies to form landscape units. These are presented alongside 
their key characteristics, which have been linked to the available LANDMAP data, thus 
updating the 1995 and 2003 studies. This forms the most up-to-date published landscape 
information for the county. 

3.3.3 As illustrated by Figure LVIA 3, the Site lies within the following Landscape Unit (LU):

LU B1: Gritstone Hills (Graianrhyd). 

3.3.4 Immediately west of the Site is LU C2: Limestone Farmlands (Llandegla to Maeshafn).

3.3.5 The north-east of the study area lies within Flintshire; which does not have a dedicated 
landscape character assessment. Thus the LANDMAP visual and sensory aspect areas 
would inform character baseline  within this part of the study area.

3.4 Visual Receptors
3.4.1 The LVIA will consider the potential effects of the Proposed Development on the visual 

amenity of the following groups of potential receptors:

residents - in villages and isolated dwellings;

9 Denbighshire County Council (2003). Denbighshire Landscape Strategy. Not available online

10 Conwy County Council and Denbighshire County Council (2013). Conwy and Denbighshire Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity 
Assessment For Wind Energy Development. Available at: https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/documents/planning-and-
building-regulations/ldp/evidence-monitoring-and-information/conwy-and-denbighshire-landscape-sensitivity-and-capacity-
assessment-for-wind-energy-development.pdf

11 Natural Resources Wales. 2013. NLCA 12 Clwydian Range. Available at: https://naturalresources.wales/evidence-and-
data/maps/nlca/?lang=en
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motorists and other users of A class and local roads; and

walkers and tourists visiting recreational attractions.

3.5 Landscape Designations
3.5.1 Figures LVIA 2 and LVIA 3 illustrates the Site context within 5 km of its boundary. The 

northern part of the Site sits within the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley National Landscape, 
as shown on Figure LVIA 3. Figure LVIA 2 also illustrates the route of public footpaths as set 
out in the Denbighshire County Council Definitive Public Rights of Way Map12 and the 
Flintshire County Council Definitive Public Rights of Way Map13.

4 ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY
4.1.1 Stephenson Halliday will undertake a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) in 

accordance with published best practice; namely The Guidelines for Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment (Third Edition), Landscape Institute and IEMA 2013 (GLVIA314) and 
associated technical guidance notes published by the Landscape Institute. 

4.1.2 The LVIA will be undertaken by Chartered Landscape Architects from Stephenson Halliday 
which is a Registered Practice of the Landscape Institute and IEMA. All work is prepared and 
reviewed internally by senior highly experienced landscape planners.

4.1.3 The detailed assessment criteria to be adopted will be set out in the LVIA. 

5 SCOPE OF THE LVIA
5.1.1 Although linked, landscape and visual effects are considered separately.  Landscape effects 

derive from changes in the landscape fabric, which may result in changes to the character, 
whereas visual effects are the effect of these changes as experienced by people (visual 
receptors). The LVIA will consider the potential effects upon:

landscape fabric and landscape character;

visual receptors including residential, transport and recreational receptors; and

special qualities of the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley National Landscape.

12 Denbighshire County Council. 2018. Denbighshire Definitive Public Rights of Way Map. Available at: 
https://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/daa95446-2040-4951-bedd-4c6ddb501c92/denbighshire-public-rights-of-way  

13 Flintshire County Council. No date. Flintshire Definitive Public Rights of Way Map. Available at: 
https://rightsofway.flintshire.gov.uk/standardmap.aspx  

14 Landscape Institute and IEMA. 2013. Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (3rd Edition)
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5.1.2 Landscape and visual effects during both the operational phases and those after full 
restoration will be assessed. The assessment will consider the following scenarios: 

operational effects: a comparison between the current approved scheme (which includes 
the consented quarry operations) and the Proposed Development (which includes the 
northern extension operations and deepening within the existing consented Quarry) 
during the respective operational phases; and

post-restoration effects: a comparison between the current approved restoration scheme 
and the proposed restoration scheme as a result of the Proposed Development. 

5.2 Cumulative Effects
5.2.1 The Tarmac-operated Graig Quarry is located approximately 800m west of the Site and will 

be considered within cumulative assessment. If the planning authority is aware of any other 
proposals or cumulative effects which should be considered, then this information should be 
provided.  

5.3 Lighting Effects
5.3.1 The working hours for the Proposed Development would result in some working in the hours 

of darkness (early morning from 7am and early evening until 7pm) in the winter months. 
Considering this and the Site’s proximity to the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley National 
Landscape, effects of lighting will be considered within the LVIA. This will be in reference to 
the National Landscape’s Planning for the Dark Night Sky policy guidance.

6 PRELIMINARY APPRAISAL OF POTENTIAL 
VISIBILITY AND SELECTION OF VIEWPOINTS

6.1 Potential Visibility 
6.1.1 A Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) showing the theoretical extent of visibility of the 

Proposed Development is presented in Figure LVIA 1. The ZTV takes account of the 
screening effect provided by blocks of woodland and buildings but not hedgerows or 
individual trees. 

6.1.2 Potential visibility of the Proposed Development within the surrounding landscape would be 
mostly confined to the area immediately surrounding the Site and out to approximately 2 km 
east, west and south. There would be very limited visibility to the north within 2 km of the Site 
boundary. 

6.1.3 Beyond 2 km, visibility would extend in a more fragmented pattern to higher ground in the 
west, south and east (approximately 4-5 km from the Site boundary), with very little visibility 
elsewhere. 

6.1.4 Initial desk study suggests that the actual zone of visibility within the study area would be 
further constrained by trees and hedgerows which are frequent and mature in this landscape. 
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6.2 Proposed LVIA Viewpoints
6.2.1 Based on the ZTV analysis and site visits, eight viewpoints have been identified by 

Stephenson Halliday for adoption in the LVIA (see Table 6.1 below). It is proposed that the 
assessment of landscape and visual effects will be adequately illustrated with reference to 
annotated photographs (Landscape Institute Type 1 visualisation) from these locations.

Table 6.1 Potential LVIA Viewpoints

Viewpoint 
number

Viewpoint title Distance and direction 
from Site

Receptors represented

1 Junction of  Llanarmon-yn-Ial 
Footpath 15 and  Llanarmon-
yn-Ial Footpath 87 adjacent 
to eastern boundary of the 
Site

0 m to the east of the 
Site

Recreational, residential 
and road users

2 Llanarmon-yn-Ial Footpath 
18

0 m to the north of the 
Site

Recreational, Clwydian 
Range and Dee Valley 
National Landscape

3 Junction of Llanarmon-yn-Ial 
Bridleway 20 and 
Llanarmon-yn-Ial Footpath 
100

400 m to the west of the 
Site

Recreational

4 Llanarmon-yn-Ial Footpath 
10 near Cae-gwyu

600 m to the south-west 
of the Site

Recreational and residential

5 Llandegla Footpath 10 at 
Llyn Cyfynwy

1.3 km to the south of 
the Site

Recreational and 
residential, Clwydian Range 
and Dee Valley National 
Landscape

6 Llanfynydd Bridleway 42 at 
Pantterfyn

2.5 km to the south-east 
of the Site

Recreational and residential

7 Treuddyn Footpath 38 
immediately west of 
Trueddyn

3.25 km to the north-
east of the Site

Recreational and residential

8 Offa’s Dyke Path 
(Llanarmon-yn-Ial Footpath 
73) near Moel y Plâs

4.75 km to the west of 
the Site

Recreational, Clwydian 
Range and Dee Valley 
National Landscape

6.3 Embedded Mitigation
6.3.1 Landscape and visual mitigation has been and will continue to be embedded within the 

design of the Proposed Development. This can include elements such as: 

the retention of existing vegetation (where possible, in order to retain landscape features 
and characteristics and make use of existing mature vegetation for screening purposes);

provision of landscape planting (used for reinforcement or enhancement of landscape 
character, as well as screening);
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phased extraction and progressive restoration (reducing the duration of perceived effects 
in different parts of the Site during different phases of working);

landscape buffers/stand-offs and bunds (where appropriate, to reduce visual effects); and

provision of a restoration scheme which would restore the Site to its original condition (or 
an approved alternative) following completion of extraction activity (in order to retain and 
enhance the landscape character and restore the visual amenity to its baseline state or an 
improved state).

7 CONCLUSION
7.1.1 Landscape and visual effects that will form part of the LVIA are set out below.

7.1.2 Notable effects on landscape character are likely to be localised and limited to parts of the 
landscape within the LU B1: Gritstone Hills (Graianrhyd) and LU C2: Limestone Farmlands 
(Llandegla to Maeshafn) from the Conwy and Denbighshire Landscape Sensitivity and 
Capacity Assessment For Wind Energy Development. Effects on other landscape character 
units and LANDMAP aspect areas within the study area are likely to be limited and will not 
form part of the detailed assessment. 

7.1.3 The northern part of the Site lies in the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley National Landscape 
and there is the potential for significant effects on its character and special qualities. This will 
be assessed within the LVIA. 

7.1.4 Based on an initial analysis, the main visual receptors of the Proposed Development are 
likely to be as follows:

residents within 1 km from the Site boundary, including those at Pen y Foel (immediately 
east of the Site);

recreational users on PRoW in the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley National Landscape 
located within 1.5 km of the Site boundary;

recreational users on PRoW outside of the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley National 
Landscape located within 1 km of the Site boundary; and

users of local roads. 

7.1.5 Cumulative effects will be considered in relation to the Proposed Development and Graig 
Quarry.

7.1.6 Lighting requirements and subsequent effects on landscape and visual receptors during early 
mornings and evening operations will be included in the LVIA in line with the Planning for the 
Dark Night Sky SPG from Clwydian Range and Dee Valley National Landscape Partnership.

7.1.7 Stephenson Halliday considers the above scope proportionate for the LVIA given the scale 
and nature of the Proposed Development and site context. If the MPA take a contrary view, 
the parameters for the LVIA along with a justification should be provided.
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Appendix 6 Transport Scope
























